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We would like to thank the authors for their thoughtful
comments on our study [1]. The COVID-19 pandemic has forced
us to consider the incorporation of alternative models of care
delivery. As noted in our study [2], social media is a model with
potential to address compliance, social support, reduce isolation,
and other vulnerabilities. The authors raise the question about
medical misinformation and the potential adverse implications
it may impart in care delivery. The COVID-19 pandemic has
illuminated these potential perils, as evidenced by the
dissemination of invalid therapeutic and preventative
medications to combat the SARS-CoV-2 virus [3].

With regard to cystic fibrosis, the authors highlight that 55%
of respondents rarely or never checked the accuracy of medical
information, suggesting a potential vulnerability of the
population to medical misinformation. Although not directly
assessed in our study, an underlying theme of concern regarding
medical misinformation does exist. For example, 92% of
respondents suggested it was important that medical information
comes from well-known sources. Additionally, 92% strongly
agreed or agreed that medical information should come from a
trusted source like the CF Foundation and 90% strongly agreed
or agreed that it should come from a physician. These findings
suggest respondents did have some degree of concern
surrounding misinformation although additional exploration is
warranted.

The authors suggest that patients with cystic fibrosis may be
more vulnerable to misinformation depending on their age.
Considering the implications of age on vulnerability to
misinformation is also very important. Although this population
may be younger than other chronic disease cohorts [4-6],
patients with CF are aging (mean age in the United States: 23.3
years) and over half of the population (57% in the United States
and the United Kingdom) are older than 18 years [7,8]. It should
be considered that many of these patients grew up during the
rise of social media popularity. These experiences may allow
for improved digital literacy and for misinformation to be more
readily identified. Fake news and misinformation target
consumers from all age groups; however, older adults have been
noted to share more misinformation than younger users [9]. The
implications of age and prior digital media experience with
respect to misinformation warrants further investigation.

We agree that the voice of health care professionals will play
an important role in ensuring that our patients receive accurate
medical information. Although some suggestions for combating
medical information have been previously proposed [10,11], it
will be important as a medical community to develop
frameworks for addressing misinformation. Further
investigations are needed to better characterize such activities
in the future.
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